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Have you ever had the experience where something distressing 

happened to you only to discover later that is led to blessing in your 

life? This happened in Joseph’s life. He was betrayed by His brothers, 

betrayed by Potiphar’s wife, and ended up in prison. But at the end of 

His life he could say to his brothers, “you meant evil against me, but 

God meant it for good” in order to save many people’s lives. I’m sure 

there were times when Joseph wondered if he was under a curse, but in 

reality God was working through his hardship to bring blessing to 

many.  

 

Well in Mark 11, Jesus is going to pronounce some curses which in the 

end will result in Jesus Himself bearing a curse for us and ultimately 

bringing the blessing of salvation to the world.  

 

As Jesus rejected the temple, so He was rejected, paving the way for 

the nations to be accepted in the kingdom of God.  

 

We are going to see this parallel rejection of Jesus and the temple 

opening the gospel to the nations of the world in four movements:  

 

Movement 1 ~ Jesus Inspects the Temple (Mark 11:1-11) 

 

We already saw last week in vs. 1-11 how Jesus rode into Jerusalem 

on the back of a colt like a triumphant king. As He approached 

Jerusalem, the crowds began to sing and shout with the words of 

Psalm 118, “Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord!” And then vs. 11 tells us that Jesus “came into the temple and 

after looking around at everything…left.” He doesn’t teach; He doesn’t 

rebuke; He doesn’t heal; He doesn’t worship; He just looks around at 

everything and leaves. What’s going on here? Jesus is entering and 

inspecting the temple as One who will condemn the temple in 

accordance with a prophecy in Malachi 3:1-2 (which Mark referenced 

in the first few verses of His gospel (1:2). Malachi says, “the Lord, 

whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger 

of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming," says the 

LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of His coming? And who 

can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner's fire and like 

fullers' soap.” 

 

In like manner, Jesus enters the temple, inspects it, and as we will see 

in the next movement, condemns it—he renders judgment on it—not 

because there was anything wrong with the building but because its 

purpose has been distorted and is coming to an end.  

 

Movement 2 ~ Jesus Curses and Rejects the Temple (11:12-26) 

 

 As we come to verses 12-26 we are perplexed by what seems to be a 

random string of events and teachings by Jesus—cursing a fig tree, 

overturning tables in the temple and talking about faith, prayer and 

forgiveness. But when we step back and look at the big picture, there 

is nothing random about it.  

 

Vs. 12-14 tell us that Jesus was hungry and seeing a fig tree in the 

distance he went up to it, inspected it, and when He didn’t find any 

fruit growing on it, cursed it, saying, “may no one every eat fruit from 

you again.” Later on in vs. 19-21, Jesus and the disciples pass by the 

tree again and notice that it has withered from the roots up. What is 

this all about? Well, its not an example of Jesus irritability being 

provoked by His hunger—so guys there is no excuse for us here.  

 

Notice that the story of this fig tree does not stand alone. Right in the 

middle Mark tucks in verses 15-18, where Jesus drives the money 

changers out of the temple. This is referred to as a sandwich technique. 

He starts with the fig tree (first piece of bread, vs. 12-14), adds the 

meat of vs. 15-18 where Jesus confronts those in the temple, and then 

adds the second piece of bread, vs. 19-22, by returning to the withered 



fig tree. What’s the point of doing this? Mark is using the two stories 

to interpret each other. The cursing of the fig tree helps us understand 

what the confrontation in the temple is about, which in turn helps us 

see what the significance of the fig tree is all about.  

 

“The point of the story is not that Jesus is looking for literal figs.”
1
 The 

clue is that Mark tells us in vs. 13 that it wasn’t even the season for 

figs. This is what we call an “enacted parable.”
2
 It was an object 

lesson to help us understand what his confrontation in the temple was 

all about. Just as Jesus curses the fruitless tree and it withers, so the He 

will condemn the hypocritical temple and its life cycle will come to an 

end.  

 

The most popular understanding of Jesus’ confrontation in the temple 

was that He was seeking to cleanse it of unjust business practices. This 

seems obvious because He overturns the tables of the moneychangers 

and calls it a den of robbers. But I want you to see that something far 

more significant is happening. Remember, the fig tree; Jesus is not 

reforming the temple, He is cursing or condemning the temple. Let me 

show you a few more clues:  

 

a. Vs. 15: Jesus not only throws out those who are selling but also 

those who are buying—travelers who needed to acquire a 

sacrifice. 

b. Vs. 15: Jesus overturns the tables of the money changers. The 

money changers were there in compliance with Exodus 30 so 

that the people could pay the half-shekel tax required to fund 

the daily sacrifices in the temple for the atonement of sin.  

c. Vs. 15: Jesus prevented the selling of doves which were the 

sacrifices offered by the poorest of people.  
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d. Vs. 16: Jesus prevented people from carrying anything through 

the temple (skeuos—vessel, implement).  

 

Jesus is totally disrupting the whole process for the sacrificial system. 

One Jewish scholar (Jacob Neusner) commented here that “only 

someone who rejected the Torah’s explicit teaching concerning the 

daily whole offering could have overturned the tables.” He goes on to 

say that the moneychangers’ presence was not a blemish on the 

sacrificial system but its perfection because they made it possible for 

the daily sacrifices to continue.
3
 

 

Why is Jesus condemning the progress of sacrifice in the temple? The 

charge He presses against them is found in vs. 17: “Is it not written, 

‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But 

you have made it a robber’s den.” Jesus is using the words of Isaiah 

56:7 where God declared that His house would be called a house of 

prayer for all the peoples. There the Lord goes on to say that He will 

gather not only the dispersed of Israel but others as well. God never 

meant for the temple to just become a Shrine for Israel alone. Isa 56 

begins with the Lord declaring that even the foreigners and the 

eunuchs that choose the God of Israel and keep His covenant will be 

honored with an everlasting name and joy in the God’s house.  

 

But the temple has not been functioning like a light to the nations. 

Rather, Jesus says, it has become a “robber’s den.” Surprisingly, this is 

not a mere rebuke for their financial practices. Robbers don’t steal in 

the robber’s den; they hide there. “The people were not seeking God; 

they were hiding from God. They were like [thieves] that came into 

Jerusalem to steal and then hid from the authorities” in the caves 

outside of Jerusalem like a sanctuary.
4
 This term “robber’s den” comes 
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from Jeremiah 7:11. Listen to what a den of robbers’ is in the context 

of Jeremiah 7.  

 

Hear the word of the LORD, all you of Judah, who enter by these gates to 

worship the LORD!'" 

 3 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "Amend your ways and 

your deeds, and I will let you dwell in this place. 

 4 "Do not trust in deceptive words, saying, 'This is the temple of the LORD, 

the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD.' 

 5 "For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly practice 

justice between a man and his neighbor, 

 6 if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, or the widow, and do not shed 

innocent blood in this place, nor walk after other gods to your own ruin, 

 7 then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers 

forever and ever. 

 8 "Behold, you are trusting in deceptive words to no avail. 

 9 "Will you steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and offer 

sacrifices to Baal, and walk after other gods that you have not known, 

 10 then come and stand before Me in this house, which is called by My 

name, and say, 'We are delivered!'-- that you may do all these abominations? 

 11 "Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of robbers in 

your sight? Behold, I, even I, have seen it," declares the LORD…14 

therefore, I will do to the house which is called by My name, in which you 

trust, and to the place which I gave you and your fathers, as I did to Shiloh. 

 
This is a stern rebuke for making the temple a sanctuary to which 

religious people retreat without repentance. They actually believed that 

the sacrifices of the temple have covered their win without a heart of 

repentance. They just go on in their sin. And the Lord says He will do 

to them what He did to the tabernacle at Shiloh in 1 Samuel 4, 

allowing Israel to be devastated by her enemies.  

 

Jesus is speaking doom upon the Temple that has become the hiding 

place of those who are religious but unrepentant. Their sacrifices are a 

stench to God. There is only one sacrifice that can please God—the 

Lamb of God who stands in their midst who will be slain for the sins 

of the world in only a matter of days—He will be the perfect and final 

sacrifice; He will be the high priest to mediate between them and God; 

and His people, those who trust Him by faith (like the believing 

Gentiles of Isa 56), will be His living temple where His Spirit dwells.  

 

After Jesus and the disciple left the temple and passed by the withered 

fig tree, Jesus began to teach His disciples about faith, prayer, and 

forgiveness. [Mark 11:22-26] 

 

What does this have to do with cursing the temple? Well, if the temple 

is going to be obsolete or non-existent, how are God’s people going to 

function?  

 

The first thing Jesus says is, “have faith in God.” The temple should 

no longer be the centerpiece of their worship, but God Himself. He’s 

moving them from being temple-centered to God-centered.  

 

Furthermore, the Jews had come to believe that prayer was more 

effective in the temple. Rabbis called the temple “the gate of heaven” 

and believed that to destroy the temple was to put up a wall of iron 

between God and His people.
5
  But Jesus wanted to assure His 

disciples that they had direct access to God through prayer. How much 

greater weight these words would carry when Jesus died and the veil in 

the temple was torn. Through Christ we have direct access to God.  

  

Finally, Jesus addresses the matter of forgiveness. How is one assured 

forgiveness without a temple to offer sacrifices? What they had yet to 

understand was that in just a few days Jesus would become the final 

sacrifice and forgiveness would be based faith in God through the 

blood of Christ. Forgiveness was not dependent on trusting in the 

temple, but rather trusting in God. And so Jesus says, whenever you 

pray, forgive one another as you trust in God who will also forgive 

you.  
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Take note that by the time Mark wrote His gospel, the temple was 

probably already besieged or even destroyed. He wants His readers to 

know that what they once relied on the temple to provide, was now 

completely provided in Christ 

 

Movement 3 ~ Jesus’ Authority Challenged and Rejected by Temple  

  Authorities (11:27—12:12) 

 

It’s no surprise that the next time Jesus comes to the temple at the end 

of Mark 11, the chief priests and scribes confront Him and interrogate 

Him about who gave Him the authority to do these things.  

 

[11:29-33] This is the second of 3 times that we see what’s in the 

hearts of Jesus opponents; 11:18 and 12:12 also confirm that the 

religious leaders hate the truth and fear the people. They hate Jesus to 

the point of plotting to kill Him and only hesitate in carrying it out 

because of their fear of the crowds who love Him.  

 

Jesus knows that in their hearts they have fully rejected Him, so He 

tells a parable in chapter 12 about a man who planted a vineyard.
6
 And 

going on a journey, he rents the vineyard out to some farmers. When 

harvest comes, he sends a servant to collect some of the produce, but 

the farmers beat him up and send him away empty-handed. So he 

sends other servants who they not only beat, but also kill. Finally, the 

owner sends his beloved son thinking they would surely respect him. 

But they kill his very son. Then Jesus asks, what do think the owner 

will do? He answers His own question in vs. 9: He Himself will come 

and destroy the farmers and give His vineyard to others.  
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 so they have rejected God’s Son and will kill Him. But 

God will also reject them. Those who reject the Son will be rejected.  

What they fail to realize is that the one they are rejecting is the chief 

cornerstone.  So this section ends with Jesus taking us back to Psalm 

118 again in [12:10].
8
  

 

Movement 4 ~ Jesus’ Acceptance of Nations in the Kingdom of God 

This final movement, which is more like a preview for upcoming episodes, is 

the result of Jesus rejecting the temple, and Jesus being rejected and killed by 

the temple authorities. At the end of Jesus parable of the vine-growers in 

12:9, Jesus says the owner (God) will “give the vineyard to others.” Who are 

the others? They are the nations! The foreigners of Isaiah 56. The people for 

whom the temple was to be a house of pray for all nations.  

In just a few days when Jesus dies on the cross, the veil in the temple will be 

torn in two. All who do not reject Christ but believe in Christ will have full 

and free access to God by grace through faith.  

Throughout the remainder of Mark’s gospel, in every chapter there emerges 

another theme of the gospel for the nations.  

� Mark 11:17—“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 

nations.”  

� Mark 12:9—“the owner of the vineyard…will give the vineyard to 

others.” 

� Mark 13:27—Jesus speaks of gathering His elect from the farthest 

ends of the earth. 

� Mark 14:9—Jesus said of the one woman who anointed Him with 

oil, wherever the gospel is preached in the whole world, what this 

woman has done will be remembered. 

� Mark 15:38—veil in the temple was torn that separated common 

people from God. 
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� Mark 16:15—Jesus final command, “go into all the world and 

preach the gospel...”  

Perhaps now  my strange title for this message will make sense: Most Blessed 

Curse. 

Curse of Fig Tree � Curse of Temple � Christ cursed for us (Gal. 3:130 � 

Blessing of Salvation to the Nations  

So this morning we rejoice that because Jesus, the Lamb, has been 

slain, the temple and its sacrifices are obsolete and salvation is open to 

all people and nations of the world who will own Jesus as their Savior.  

But oh, how we must be careful that we don’t fall into the same trap as 

the religious people of Jesus day and allow the church to become 

ingrown as though it exists for our comforts rather than a mission post 

for the world.  

We need to warn our neighbors—and the nations—that those who 

reject the Son of God will be rejected. And we need to offer them the 

hope that all who truly repent and trust in Christ and His sacrifice as 

the covering for their sin will be accepted into the Kingdom of God.  

Many of you would say, “I’m not rejecting Jesus.” But wait—are you 

accepting Him on His terms or on your terms. Jesus said, “if anyone wishes 

to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up His cross and follow 

Me.” Are you still the master of your life or are you a glad slave to the good 

Master?  

 


